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PROCEEDI NGS
February 14, 2025

CHAI R NI XON: Good nor ni ng.

| would |ike to go ahead and cal |
t he February 14, 2025 neeting of the
Comm ssion. The first itemon the
agenda is to take roll. Vice Chair
Tanner .

COW SSI ONER TANNER:  Present and
participating renotely due to
di st ance.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner Brand.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Present.
Happy Val enti ne's Day, everyone.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Gor don- Moor e.

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Her e.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner
Si egel .

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: Here.

CHAIR NI XON: And nysel f,
Commi ssi oner Ni xon.

Let the record reflect that we

have a quorum Before we go to the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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next item | would like to nake a few
coment s.

The Virgi nia Raci ng Conm ssion
woul d li ke to recogni ze the recent
passi ng of |ong-tine owner
Larry Johnson. He was a founder of
Legacy Farmin Bluenont, Virginia, and
al so an active board nenber of the
Vi rgi ni a Thor oughbred Associ ati on
Hi s horses amassed over 17 mllion in
purse noney fromover 3100 starts.

Larry was instrunmental in shaping
the state-bred programin Maryl and and
in Virginia. He was also part of the
work to develop the Virginia Certified
Resi dency Program Havi ng known
M. Johnson nyself, he was sonmeone who
truly Ioved the sport and gane, and
his passing is a great loss to
Maryl and and Virginia, and he will be
sorely m ssed.

Also the VRC would like to extend
our sincere gratitude to the Ofice of

the State | nspector Ceneral for

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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delivering a thorough, one-of-a-kind
performance review. W truly val ue
the tinme, detail, and expertise that
went into assessing our role and
provi di ng gui dance on i nproving the
agency.

We | ook forward to continuing the
nmonment um t hat began a few nont hs ago
strengt hening many of the controls
hi ghlighted in the review. And | also
want to thank our executive secretary.
The feedback you have provided, work
you have put into this, and actions
you have al ready taken have
denonstrated your commtnent. So,

t hank you.

COW SSI ONER BRAND: | woul d |i ke
to add as well that in the many years
that 1've worked with both corporate
reviews and federal state reviews, |
don't know that 1've ever seen the
final report in the cover letter brag
on the work of soneone in a position

li ke Wagas. It was amazing. And that

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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| ast paragraph | was surprised, they
even said thank you and good | uck.

So it recognized himfor the hard
work and for the things that had
al ready been acconplished during the
review. And | think that speaks a
whol e | ot of Wagas and his tal ents,
but also | amvery grateful that we
have hi m hel pi ng us get through these
t hi ngs.

Thanks.

CHAI R NI XON: Next on the agenda
Is the public comment. The Conmm ssion
w Il now open the floor to nenbers of
the public to provide a comment, not
to exceed three mnutes. Wiile the
Conmm ssion nmay sonetines address
comments directly, we cannot respond
to each and every question during this
period. Please keep your comments
tailored to the itens on the agenda so
t hat we can nove through the neeting
efficiently.

Wth that in mnd, please

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

PROCEEDI NGS
approach the mc if you would like to
make a comment. And al so pl ease
announce yourself for the record.

Thank you.

MR SCHM TT: Good afternoon,
Madam Chai r, nenbers of the
Comm ssion. Thank you all for your
time here today and allowing nme to
speak.

My nane is Dan Schmtt, currently
servi ce chairman of the board of
Henri co County Board of Supervisors.

Madam Chai r, comm ssioners, at
your Decenber neeting, Conm ssioner
Siegel rightfully asked about the
status of the proposed Rosie's
hi storical horse racing project in
Henri co County.

"' m here today to provide you
with an update and sone clarification
on the county's perspective of the
project, and respond to coments that

were nade by the Conm ssion, to the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Conmm ssion by Rosie's representative.
Pl ease know there is significant
opposition to this project fromthe
public, through the bipartisan Board
of Supervisors, and for the bipartisan
Henri co del egati on of the CGenera
Assenbl y.

I n Decenber, a representative
from Rosie's inforned the Comm ssi on,
t hrough the transcript | read, that
t he project had been approved by the
county's, quote, planning board. On
two occasions, that was stated in your
transcript. Please know that is not
true. No board in the county has ever
approved this project.

W' ve seen on nultiple occasions
you requested information on this item
as you recall in the Decenber neeting.
As a matter of fact, you had at one
point stated that not -- the answer
t hat you were being given did not
answer your question.

By way of background, in 2019

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Rosie's made a commitnent to this
county, Henrico County, that they
woul d not | ocate anywhere in the
county that the county was not
confortable. After years of
col | aborative back and forth of prior
owners, Rosie's new CEO wal ked back
that comm tnent, which pronpted the
county to go through a public process
creating a new ordi nance assuring that
the fornmer could be heard.

However, just prior to the final
enact nent of that ordinance, five days
prior to a four-nonth public process
I n hearing to pass the ordinance,
Rosie's did an end run around the
pr oposed process by seeking
non-di scretionary zoni ng conf or mance
approval of the project before the
ordi nance took effect on Tuesday.

In other words, Rosie's
intentionally avoi ded the new public
heari ng process while the county

wor ked publicly to inplenent it.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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The entire Board of Supervisors
asked Rosie's to officially w thdraw
and sinply resubmt the application to
go through the public hearing process
to hear fromthe public that they
intend to serve. Rosie's failed to
respond to that request. Henrico's
bi parti san del egati on and the General
Assenbly sent a letter to Rosie's CEO
asking for the sane, to w thdraw and
sinply resubmt to hear fromthe
public that they intend to serve.
Rosie's failed to respond.

Because of Rosie's
nonr esponsi veness to nyself or the
Board of Supervisors, the county as a
whol e, and to Henrico's bipartisan
Ceneral Assenbly Del egation, there is
currently state | egislation pending to
require Rosie's to petition the
citizens of Henrico for a referendum
on the question of whether historical
horse racing termnals should be

allowed in Henrico.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Remenber the OIB they nenti oned
in their transcript was voted on by
Henrico voters back in the |late ' 90s.
Horse racing, which like you all, |
grew up with at Monnout h and
Meadow ands and Col oni al Downs for
years. This is different. This is
hi storical horse racing. And Henrico
County voters have not had the ability
to weigh in on.

Again, as we read the transcri pt
fromthe |l ast neeting, | do not see
where this informati on was provided to
you in response to your nmultiple
def ense of the question. W as county
| eaders -- also Madam Chair, if | may,
we as county |leaders feel it's
i nportant for you to have this
information, and will be quite happy
to provide you with any information
the Comm ssion so desires. Suffice it
to say for nowwe wll continue to
oppose any application until Rosie's

goes through a public process, thereby

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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all owing the residents of Henrico to
have a voi ce.

Madam Chair, thank you for the
extra tinme you clearly extended ne.
Thank you.

CHAIR NI XON: Thank you. Before
you | eave, Conm ssioner Siegel would

|1 ke to comment.

MR SCHM TT: Yes, na'am

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Dan, thank
you for being here, and the rest of
this group. |I'ma big advocate
obvi ously for Col onial and for racing,
as well as Rosie's.

| do agree that they should go
t hrough the process. | think that
it's only the right thing to do given
circunstances. | think for a materi al
standpoi nt, we want to get along with
your county, and this is not the way
to set that forward, because there
w Il be other issues that may or nay

not have the cooperation if we w sh.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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| think the only conflict I think
| have is that there are multiple
| ocations in Henrico that perhaps
woul d be approved, but | think the
| egi slation in the Commonweal th you
are suggesting prohibits Henrico from

havi ng any Rosie's.

MR. SCHM TT: M. Siegel, thank
you for the opportunity to address
that. The legislation in the CGeneral
Assenbly and the ordi nance that was
passed by Henrico County would all ow
the use. It would sinply require them
to go through a provisional use permt
to allow the public to be heard.

In this particular case, sir, the
proximty to residenti al
establishnments, the proximty to
particul ar hones that we provide
services to with regard to our nental
health and disability services, the
proximty to this | ocation creates

significant concerns for us, this

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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particular location. So the ordinance
in Henrico County does allow for them
to place their business, but it would
require a provision of use permt
public hearing for the public to weigh
I n on.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yeah.
Again, |I'man advocate for Churchill
and for Rosie's as well. | just think
we need to do it in proper fashion.
And this Comm ssion really doesn't

have a seat at that table.

MR SCHM TT: Correct.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: As you
know. So | give you ny personal
opinion, not to -- |I'm not speaking
for anyone el se on the Conm ssion, but

that's nmy own thoughts.

MR. SCHM TT: Thank you, sir.
Yeah. And | understand that the
county process is available for them

" mhere today to ask -- to

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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respectfully request to object to
their issuance of a license at that
| ocati on. Thank you, sir.

CHAI R NI XON:  Thank you.

MR. SCHM TT: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

CHAI R NI XON:  Any ot her comments?
Ckay.

MR, KATOLKIS: Good afternoon,
Madam Chai r, nenbers of the
Conmm ssi on.

My nanme is John Katolkis. I'ma
Henrico county manager. As county
manager, | serve in several roles,

I ncluding the director of public
safety and chief admnistrative
officer. In these capacities it is ny
responsibility to ensure the safety
and wel fare of the popul ation, support
the growt h of our econony, and provide
efficient and effective services for
our county.

As you know, in Henrico we have a

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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| ong-standi ng reputation for being a
busi ness-friendly environment and with
a strong commerci al tax base. W
pride ourselves on buil ding
partnershi ps with our business
communi ty, and have a long history of
doi ng just that.

Now, our chairman spoke to a
nunber of things. | want to speak to
| ocati on, because there were a series
of conversations goi ng back a nunber
of years. Henrico has never said no
to a Rosie's. It was always that we
want ed i nput on location. And so, you
know, at the |last neeting that you all
had, there was sonme comments that were
made that weren't clear.

| just want to speak to if you
| ook at the Ri chnond and New Kent
Rosie locations, they are in far |ess
residential areas than the proposed
Rosie's location on G en Side Drive.
The New Kent |ocation is distinctively

set apart fromresidential areas.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Even the Richnond | ocation is in an
area of the city that has
traditionally housed conmerci al
devel opnent .

Wil e sone residential areas are
near by, access to these areas
necessitates turns off the nmmjor
t hor oughfare off M dl ot hi an Tur npi ke
to get to residential areas onto side
streets such as Warw ck Road or East
Ger man School Road.

The proposed Rosie's, on the
ot her hand, on den Side Drive, and
M. Schmtt alluded to it, is |less
than a mle frommultiple | arge
apartnent conpl exes with diverse
popul ati ons and nulti-aged residents
including famlies and snmall children.

These conpl exes have 2,716
residential units. The proposed
Rosie's is |likew se |l ess than three
quarters of a mle froma
| ong- establ i shed community centered

around Penick Road and its side

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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streets, and |l ess than one half a mle

froma very | arge nei ghbor hood

centered around H | liard Road.
You know, we need -- as M.
Schmtt noted -- our residents to have

a voice. And | thought that we were
there. Qur entire General Assenbly
Del egati on has said that precisely,
and so has our Board of Supervisors.

Madam Chair, nenbers of the
Comm ssion, | appreciate the
opportunity to offer this input and
t hank you for your service. Thank
you.

CHAIR NI XON: Thank you for you
present ati on.

Any comment s?

Thank you.

Next we have the approval --
anyone else first? Gkay. Next we
have the approval of the m nutes from
t he previous neeting of the
Conmm ssi on.

| would i ke to entertain a

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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notion to approve the mnutes drafted
for its previous neeting held on
Decenber 3, 2024.

Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  So
noved.

CHAIR NI XON: Comm ssi oner Si egel
first and Comm ssioner Gordon-More
second.

Executive Secretary Ahned is

assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: Conm ssioners, in
front of you are the m nutes prepared
by Staff for the Decenber 3, 2024
nmeeting. Staff does not have any
further changes for these m nutes and
recommends approval .

CHAIR NI XON: Al the
conm ssioners in favor of approving
the m nutes of the Decenber 3, 2024
neeti ng pl ease indicate by respondi ng

yes.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

Any abst ai ned?

Motion carried.

Next we will address the reports.
Items A through C are infornmational
only, and no action will be taken. |
believe the first report is an update
fromrepresentatives fromthe Virginia
Gol d Cup.

MR @RI FFI N: Madam Chai r,
conmm ssioners, ny name is Al Giffin.
| am co-chair of the Virginia Gold Cup
Associ ation along with Dr. Allison,
WIIl Allison. | also serve as the
director of racing fromVirginia Gold
Cup.

The last tinme | appeared before
this Comm ssion, | gave a Power Poi nt
presentati on on a new idea called the
Virginia Equine Alliance. |t was over

a decade ago. It's nice to see you

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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and be here agai n.

Last summer's drought was very
significant. And it not only
necessitated the noving of the
International Gold Cup fromits course
to a different course, but also there
are several other race neets that had
to be canceled. That was a
significant | oss to horsenen
opportunity. In Decenber, the
Virginia Gold Cup Association tendered
Its application for two racing dates
in 2025: On May 3, which will be the
100t h running of the Virginia Gold
Cup, and on Cctober 25, which wll be
the International Gold Cup.

Subsequently, in January, we sent
in aratified copy of our |lease with
G eat Meadow for the next the two
years. Although there was a | ot of
difficulty over the drought this past
year, out of adversity cones
opportunity in new |l eadership with

Great Meadow. And to that end they

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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have dug two new wel | s which provide
over 100 gallons per m nute each, nore
t han enough water to supply the
irrigation systemthere. They have
al so purchased aerati on equi pnent
which will greatly assist in the
quality of the turf. This spirit of
cooperation is continuing.

Virginia Gold Cup Associ ati on has
hired a turf consultant, Logan
Freeman, who's a senior turf
consul tant for the Maryl and Jockey
Cl ub. He oversees Pinlico, Laurel,
and Gulf Streamturf conditions, and
he has been working together wth
Great Meadow staff, and recently
subm tted a conprehensive plan that
t hey have put together to secure and
ensure that the turf conditions wll
be optimum cone race tine.

The Nati onal Steeple Chase
Associ ati on has been al ready on course
a couple of tinmes. They'll continue

to do so. And any witten reports |

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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get fromthem 1'll be submtting to
you i mmedi ately. At this tine I would
like to entertain any questions that
you mi ght have on our process or
anyt hi ng el se.

CHAIR NI XON: Conm ssi oners, do
you have any comments or questions for
Dr. Giffin? Conmm ssioner Tanner?
Thank you very much. W | ook forward
to it.

MR. CGRIFFIN:  You too. Thank
you.

CHAI R NI XON: Next on our report
Is an update fromthe Col oni al Downs
group regardi ng the Virginia Derby.
And | believe Frank Hopf is reporting.

MR. HOPF: Afternoon, Madam
Chair, Comm ssioners. W are 28 days
away fromthe Virginia Derby. So we
are working hard getting ready, and
excited about the big day that's
conm ng and the three days.

Just a kind of quick update

regardi ng naybe ny earlier
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presentation, just to kind of give
sone updates where things have | anded
since we last net. Racing office and
staff, again nost of this teamis
comng from Churchill Downs. Qur new
raci ng secretary from 2025 i s Dan
Bork, who is the assistant racing
secretary at Churchill Downs and
bri ngs years of experience to the
role. W have basically retained nost
of our staff fromthe sumer team and
I ndi viduals from Churchill Downs are
comng to help us out as assistant
starters valets. So we are | ooking
well -- well-staffed for this upcom ng
nmeet. Along with that is our nutuels
departnent will be clearly staffed as
we staff up for the big day on the
15t h.

Raci ng program one thing that --
and in conjunction with the horsenen,
we were able to increase purses for
t hese three days, open races, nmiden

speci al weights and al | onance races
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and obviously with the Virginia
restricted races. So we have boosted
those purses. | think it's certainly
drawn sone attention for those three
days in ny conversations with Dan and
the racing team So there is
exci tenent from horsenen from around
the country to cone up here for the
three days. So we are excited about
t hat .

A condition book was conpleted in
m d- January, so that has been out in
enough time to | et horsenen know what
the races are and what's -- you know,
give them an opportunity to take a
| ook at those. Again previous
conversations, you know, with Virginia
and Maryland all owi ng no racing up at
Laurel these three days also will be
beneficial for the three days that we
have here.

The teani s been traveling,
droppi ng off books, talking to

horsenen fromthe CDI teamal ong with
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our team just nmaking sure that
horsenmen know t hat what we are
offering for these three days. So
t hat has been going on. The other
thing that | nentioned at Col oni al
Downs to kind of help horsenen on a
quick trip to Virginia in March, that
we wll be bedding all the stalls for
them So the horsenen do not have to
try to nmake those arrangenents. So
when they get here, once we allocate
stalls, that they will be bedded with
shavings. So that will at |east be a
benefit to them hopefully.

The dirt track, so we continue
working with Al fredo Laureano from
Keenel and who was here | ast year. W
did add two i nches of materi al
t hr oughout or across the whol e track.
So that was a large investnent that we
made to increase the base along with
sone extra cushion to the track.
Those sanples were sent off |ast week

or two weeks ago. W did get those
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back from RTSL. They seemto be in
line. W will certainly provide that
informati on to you guys, but they seem
to beinline. And we'll be having
RSTL on site in two weeks to do their
conpaction test that they have done in
the past. So we are working closely
wth them Alfredo wll be on site as
well to make sure that the track is
mai ntained, it's level, and is in good
condition for these three days in
Mar ch.

Qobvi ousl y weat her has been
Interesting the | ast coupl e weeks, but
we are working the track. It is being
wor ked today, and then we'll continue
to work and deal with what weat her
conmes next week, but | feel that we
are in good shape with where the dirt
track is.

The stable area, again the plan
is that this is a race-and-go neet.

So we take entry seven days out.

Those horses that have entered wll be
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the ones that will be able to stable
at Colonial Downs. There is no stall
application out there. So we are

prepared for people to cone in the

week of. The track will be open.
Barn area wll open up March 6.
Training wll be avail able

starting March 7. And we'll have
training avail abl e every day through
March 15. So we'll be ready to go
once horses are on property for track
operati ons there.

Plan is to have the receiving
barn, barns 1, 2 and 3 prepared for
t he upcom ng neet with -- depending on
how entries go and what horses are
com ng, we'll have those prepared for
t he horses.

Dorm roons are ready to go, being
prepared right now The A/C units do
have heaters. So if there are cold
ni ghts, those have been checked and
oper ati onal .

O her than that, we started al
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t hese preparations right after the '24
neet. So we've gotten a good head
start not only with this neet, but
even for the sumrer neet with sone
i nprovenents as well back there.

Looki ng at the nutuels
operations, we'll have 30 additi onal
machi nes t hroughout the facility,
along with additional tellers to --
for hel ping out with wagering on the
March nmeet, especially on the 15th.
And then with our food and beverage
operations, just working our way
t hrough that with our concessionaire,
havi ng plans in place and having
weekly neetings, that wll be
wel | - prepared for the crowds that we
are anticipating, especially on
Sat ur day.

So, alittle bit on the
mar keting. W've done a pretty big
agreenent with CBS-6, and doing a | ot
of different ideas with themwth

i n-studi o comrercials, sone things
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with sone |ocal party. W have a
video that's going out with that. He
was out on the property |ast week
shooting a bunch of videos to help
pronote the day. Virginia This
Morning will be back on site, |
beli eve the Friday of the neet, doing
a live show at Col onial Downs wth
sonme pre-taped i nformati on about | ust
t he day of racing.

And t hen obviously with ESPN
Radi o, ongoing in-studio -- or not
i n-studi o, but on-air interviews wth
mysel f and sone other people. 1'11
have Churchill Downs recording the
day. And then obviously we have got a
variety of digital and print going on
t hroughout this Central Virginia and
t he Hanpton Roads area. A |ot of that
w il start really kicking off next
week, because the plan is February 17.

And the | ayout here, | just
provi ded sone of the different things

that we have added for this particul ar
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day. We will actually add anot her
entrance point to the facility. That
will be on the east side of the
grandstand. So we are trying to
maxi m ze as many entrance points to
get the crowd in safely and go through
our security checks.

W have added a 60-by-90 tent on

the far west side of the facility.

This wll be kind of where the general
adm ssion ticket holders wll go.
There will be nusic out there, food,

drink, and wagering out there. W'l|

have the picnic tables out there and

t he bench seating will be out there as
well. The track side tent is an

encl osed ticketed area this year -- or
for this event. It has sold out. So

that will be -- that is people that
have purchased that area for dining,
wagering, and drinks there with a

out door kind of |ounge area for those
people to kind of go out and take a

| ook and watch racing from sone | ounge
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furniture and stuff |ike that out
t here.

We' || have additional program and
mer chandi se areas al ong with anot her
change that we did is where the
benches have been, they have been put
on skids and are being noved to sone
of these other areas to help wth the
general adm ssion seating. W have
added three tents to this area. And
we have sold those as apron box seats.
So these were packages of six, seating
for six that people can purchase.
Those went very quickly, so they are
sold out as well. So all three tents
are sold. So that was -- hopefully
t hat has been well -received and we put
on a good experience for themin
t here.

FanDuel will be here as well all
three days doing |ive comentary on
Col oni al Downs racing. And obviously
we had added sone additional seating

in the Jockey C ub, about 200
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additi onal seats to the jockey cl ub.
So our capacity in there is over 500.
That has all been sold, along with
areas wth the bar areas.

And the machines on the third
fl oor have been noved, so we have
added sone additional tables to the
back corner there on the east side of
the third floor.

So, to this point we are pl eased
wth howresults are. Tickets are
gone for seating. W are -- again
this is a ticketed event. So, as of
this point, we have sold over a
t housand general adm ssion tickets.
Ticket price is only $5. So we still
have sonme additional tickets to sell,
but we are pl eased where things are at
ri ght now, especially with an outdoor
event 28 days away. So we'l|l
certainly hope those nunbers will pick
up when we get here, but we'll be
prepared to sell tickets as well when

people arrive, if they haven't
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al r eady.

Agai n, racing Thursday, Friday,
first post will be 12:30. Gates wll
open 11:30. Plan is for 8 to 9 races
based on entries. Virginia Derby Day,
first post wll be 12 o'clock. Gates
open 10:30. Plan is to have 10 to 11
races highlighted by the Derby and the
Caks. | think |I'"ve touched -- oh, the
other thing is that we will be giving
a commenorative ticket to the first
7500 people who attend the races. So
it's alittle souvenir gift of being
the inaugural Virginia Derby with a
tie to the Kentucky Derby.

Qutside of that, | think that was
my update for the group. |'m happy to
answer any questions with the upconm ng
week.

CHAI R NI XON: Any comments,
Conmm ssi oners?

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yeabh.
I think it's terrific that you have

been able to nmake a good arrangenent
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with Maryland. That's been a | ong
time in comng, and glad to see it
there. And are you feeling

confortabl e that you have enough

horses to fill three days of racing.
MR. HOPF: Yeah. 1've talked to
Dan Bork yesterday. | asked hi m what

his feeling is. He, you know,
obvi ously, as everyone knows, you want
to optimally -- or cautious
optimstic. And | think that's where
we are at right now. So we feel
pretty good that there's been a | ot of
positive response from horsenmen. And
I think we are going to have a nice
show and a good turnout from horsenen,
obvi ously fromthe Maryl and and
Kent ucky area, and then | think nmaybe
sone other areas that we are hoping to
see cone up here.
CHAI R NI XON: Any ot her comments?
COW SSI ONER BRAND: | just have
probably not a sinple question, but

the report was very informative.
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There's a lot going on and a | ot of
t hi ngs bei ng done.

Is there anything that you aren't
able to report on? Anything that you
are behind on or not given that the
weat her can change all of that, but
anyt hi ng under the normal that still
needs to be done? The tents are okay.

MR HOPF: No. | think we are
really in a good spot. The tents wll
start going up on Monday. There's a
| ot of small details, you know, on the
entertai nment. You know, we m ght do
a hat contest. There's sone snall
things that we are still trying to
wor k our way through but, you know, we
have had a | ot of good conversations
with the county, with the EMS t eam
and the sheriff's office on traffic
control.

So we have really touched on a
| ot of subjects that we are -- we are
feeling -- we are feeling good about

where we are at, just ready for it to
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happen at this point.

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you, Frank.
Appreciate it.

MR. HOPF: Thank you, guys.

CHAI R NIl XON: The next report is
an update fromthe executive
secretary.

MR. AHMED: Comm ssioners, | just
wanted to share the neeting date for
the next neeting, as things wll be
quite hectic for the next coupl e of
months with racing. So we are | ooking
forward to -- so the next neeting wll
be on March 26 here at 1:00 p.m |If
t he |l ocation changes, we'll of course
send that out.

We are | ooking forward to hearing
fromthe Gold Cup, hearing the Cold
Cup application once the staff has
conducted its review and visited the
site. And while we are on that topic,
Col onial Downs, in a joint request
wi th HPPA has filed an anmendnent to

its application to al so conduct
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steepl e chase races w th wageri ng
during the sunmer neeting. | just
wanted to recogni ze Conm ssi oner
Gor don- Moor es' uni que i dea that
enabl ed this to happen again this year
wth wagering. So | just wanted to
make sure all the parties knew that.
And these are just a few of the agenda
itens that we'll be | ooking at at the
next neeting.

CHAI R NIl XON:  Thank you. We'l|
now nove i nto new business. | would
like to entertain a notion to address
Shenandoah County Agricul tura
Foundation's limted license to
conduct a race neeting in 2025.

Do | have a notion?

COWM SSI ONER SI EGEL:  So noved.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner
Si egel .

Do | have a second?

COWM SSI ONER BRAND:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner Brand.

Executi ve Secretary Ahnmed and
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representatives of applicant are
assi gned the fl oor.

MR AHVED: | believe we have got
applicants for the -- or
representatives for the applicant that
w |l be making a presentation for
these two itens. Are you guys ready
wth the presentation?

MR, WOOD: (Good afternoon,
ever ybody.

M. Ahned asked us to put
t oget her a presentation today that
ki nd of focuses on sonme of the
facility aspects to the grounds we are
on, sone of the anenities, and nost
I nportantly to a new barn that is
becom ng reality after a coupl e-year
process. But you can see fromthe
first slide, hard to believe this wll
be the tenth year of racing up in
Whodst ock, so we have got | think kind
of a neat logo that our art fol ks put
t oget her for us.

The VEA will run both the neets
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that M. Ahned referenced. Spring
Meet's going to go a little bit later
than it had been in prior years. W
have encountered hi gh wi nds, sone
early spring, not great weather. So
by bunping it back a couple weeks, we
are hoping that we can avoid that.

The fall neet stays where it is.
These are both 7-week seasons, total
of 14 weeks and 28 race days.

I included the county fair race
nmeet in here. |It's a great tradition
at Whodstock. The fair's been running
for 106 years with harness racing
added. The grandstand itself is 120
years old. And there was racing that
t ook place on the grounds prior to the
fair comng here. So it's kind of a
neat tradition in history. It's a
non-wageri ng neet, but well-attended,
and the attendance there has just gone
from generation to generation. |It's
been a part of Wodstock and the

Shenandoah Val l ey.
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The Spring Meet highlights. This
will be the first tinme -- it wll be
our third Spring Meet, but the first
time that we'll be able to offer
Triple Crown sinulcasting on all three
l egs. Two years ago we did it on
Kentucky Derby. Only last year was
Der by and Preakness. This year with
the tape revision we can get all three
dates in there. Still looking for a
way that we can take advantage of
t hese races to get nore eyeballs and
bodies in the seats to see harness
racing. It's still kind of a work in
pr ogr ess.

Again the initial application we
subm tted, we asked for a two o'clock
post time on these days, but after
di scussing with all of us, and the
Der by not going on till seven o' cl ock,
we'd like to nove that to three
o' clock. And | think M. Ahned wll,
you know, | think agree with us. W

have a better shot to just nmake a
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four - hour programthat includes
harness racing that will segue right
to the Derby and Preakness and Bel nont
simul casting. And hopefully we can
I ncrease the crowd size.

A few of the Spring Meet
hi ghl i ghts pronoti on-wi se. W' ve done
Corgi dog races now for several years.
It fills the grandstand. Mother's Day
racing has really been a nice extra
for us, kind of a surprise, but we are
| ooki ng to enhance that again this
year. First tine ever that we wl|
race during Menorial Day. And we
think there m ght be a neat
opportunity to, again, attract sone
new fans for that, and then even run
sone cornhol e tournanents for the
students at Janmes Madi son University
and other young folks in the area. So
trying to get young and ol d alike.

The VHHA ki ndly gives us purse
noney that we can run a

own- a- horse-for-a-day pronotion. W
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give 24 different fans a chance over
t hree weekends to own a horse for a
day. They get to neet their horse,
their driver, take pictures, post it
on social nedia. And | think we
mentioned this |ast neeting, four of
t hese contestants have actually gone
on to purchase horses and are current
horse owners all based in the
Shenandoah Valley area. So just that
| ocal ownership flavor has been quite
hel pful for us.

This is a good and bad here. The
Spring Meet highlights, we are noving
the Virginia Breeders Three-Year-dd
chanpi onshi ps to the spring only,
because it's gotten so crowded putting
on a chanpion's day |i ke we have done
for a nunber of years now with the
two- and three-year-ol ds together.

The good thing is it gives us a chance
to pronote a really great event in the
spring. And we still will hold the

two-year-olds in fall, which is
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exciting but nervous because it's
sonething different than we are used
to. W've also got four certified
races at $25,000 each which will be in
spring as wel|.

New faces. Frank nentioned about
Dan Bork as the race secretary at
Colonial. W as well have got a new
race secretary, Karen Fagliarone. She
has spent 42 years working at Freehold
Raceway in New Jersey. Freehold
cl osed their doors Decenber 31.

They went out of business, and
that freed up Karen to cone and hel p
out in Virginia. And | think we are
excited to have her on board with her
experience, her contacts, not just a
horsenman but to other personnel if we
have an enpty pocket we need to have
filled.

Gary MIls started as track
superintendent here last fall. |
think the horsenmen agree he did a

great job. And he'll be back. And we
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have got hi ma coupl e new pi eces of
equi pnrent as well to enhance his, you
know, ability to do his job. And
Peter Szymanski is our director of
racing. Does this renotely, kind of
j ust watches everything that goes on.
He's director of racing at Ocean Downs
in Maryland as well, and again gives
us a really good perspective on
putting the races together, and again
access to personnel and questions we
have.

And the nost exciting thing now
["1l turn over to Debbie. And we are
going to have a new barn, and it's
going to just nmake a whol e safer
experience for the horsenen in
Wbodst ock.

M5. WARNI CK: Yes. W are
excited about -- hold on. The
horsenmen are excited because the barn
has finally gotten started.
Denmolition is conpleted. It started

just after Christmas, first of
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January.

The weat her is not cooperating,
as you all can well inmagine, but they
have gotten the | ayout done. They
have started sone site work as weat her
has permtted.

This is a layout of what the barn
will look like. W call it a barn.
It's actually two different barns, but
t hey are connected under one roof at
the L. Total wll be 139 stalls in
this barn. There's 22 wash bays ri ght
out on two different sides of it, plus
there's existing wash bays on the
third side that are near another barn
that will remain between the new barn
and the two barns that are existing
now under roof. W'IlI|l have 177, 178
stalls under roof, which is
drastically different.

As you all know, we have
previously had to be in tents in the
parking | ot, which unfortunately

because of the weather we anticipate
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we'll have to do that again in the
spring, because the contractor just
doesn't think this will happen by
spring. But we'll be out of the tent
area conpletely with the exception of
pr obably about four tents that wll
just be used for ship-ins on the day
of racing. So there won't be anybody
stabled in them overni ght.

There's the new barn's got |ots
of electric init. |It's got lots of
water outlets, lots of entrances and
doors so horsenen can get around and
get past each other and all that. The
horsenen are really excited to get
this going. It wll -- it wll go --
we have contracted wth the
contractor. W have agreed with the
contractor he's going to work on the
barn up until the first week of April,
and then we'll see what stage he's at;
and they'I|l stop working on it during
the race neet so there's no

di sruption, no interference, no

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings 50

PROCEEDI NGS
bot hering the horses, with the
exception of things that they m ght
can do inside that don't cause noi se
or cause any probl ens.

Again that will depend on where
we are actually at the first of April,
what goes on there. Then they'l|
resune construction right after our
race neet finishes, so around June 9.
And then we anticipate it's going to
be ready to use for the County Fair
meet in August and then for our neet
in the fall.

MR WOOD: So the Spring Meet
barn area is on the next slide here.
What you see in the left-hand picture
Is what the -- our tent village | ooks
i ke. These are the stalls that we
bring in from Sunset Vall ey netal
crafter out of Pennsylvania. They do
a great job. They set this up for us
i n one day, break down in one day, but
this is where we are going to hold 192
stalls for the Spring Meet.
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To the right of that, you'll see
t he Robins barn picture. That is the
only permanent true barn that we have
got on the grounds right now that
hol ds 22 horses. And we have sone
ot her structures |like the steer barn,
test barn and paddock that are under
per manent roofing. So they are still
safe, but we are just |ooking forward
to this new barn. It's been a nany
years' discussion that's reality, but
bottom |ine we can accommopdate 254
horses for the neet this spring and
fall.

Just quick highlights, a few
hi ghlights on the facility itself. 1In
the mddl e you see the 100-pl us year
ol d grandstand that seats 1, 200
people. Again we'll fill that on
wei ner dog days and sone of the other
event days. Again, it's been used for
over 100 years.

The next slide will show the kind

of the view ng deck that we made here,
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oh, god, probably four or five years

ago, but it gives fans a chance to get

right -- right on top of the action.
W do try to sell it out to sone
groups as well. The Farm Bureau was

there | ast year. But really gives
ki nd of an up-cl ose experience if you
are at the races.

The wagering areas, we've got a
concourse area and of course like to
take picture on the busiest days, but
it's not always like this, but this
was a particularly busy day, but we
have got five betting stations. W've
got seven or eight different
subservi ce machines. And we've got
another two or three nmachines out in a
party tent which is out front of the
grandstand. And once a year there is
a festival called Autumm Fest. And we
w Il put betting available at this
renote area in the mddle of the
festival area, always well-received

and bi ggest handl e day of the year.
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Par ki ng area, we have got a nmain
parking area down | ow. You can see
that literally will hold hundreds of
cars. The horsenen parking pretty
much is inside the |licensed area.
There's a definite division of where
enpl oyees and fans park versus
horsenen. And we've got three
concessi onaires. W've got Sugar
Creek Ice Cream which is absolutely
t he best ice cream anywhere. S&S
concessi ons prepares dogs, burgers,
fries, what you would nornally find at
a concession. And then beer, w ne and
everything else is provided by the --
sold by the Shenandoah County Fair.

Ai den's going to take you now
t hrough kind of a map of the grounds
and sone of the things we are doing.

MR. BARNEY: Yeah. Good
af t ernoon, Madam Chair, conm ssioners.
So basically here's our new map of the
| ayout at Shenandoah Downs. The

bi ggest change for this year is that
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red line indicates where the
restricted area will be on the
backsi de.

So in the past we've had nultiple
entry points in the back side. And
under the Comm ssion's request, we've
changed that. So now there is just
t he one entrance on the left side of
the track where horsenen will be
comng in and out of the facility.

You can see the yell ow squares are the
parking. The horsenen are in the top
right. The staff is down closer to
the track. And then the big general
custoner area is in the bottomright
corner. Yeah.

MR, \VOQOD: Yes. It's the first

time we'll have a single entry access
point for horsenen. It's a fair
grounds. It's not built to be a race
track. |It's been an ongoi ng chal |l enge

for us with different footprints every
single neet, but this is the first

time we are going to have a single
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access point for horsenmen with the
ot her entrances cl osed, which is going
to be nice to do.

And finally, something we have
al ways done here but never really
t al ked about, but we do provide
conplinentary straw for horsenen as a
way to support us and cone race and
stabl e at Shenandoah Downs. W
attract horsenen from 14 different
states, on the occasion Canada as
well, so sonething we try to do to
help the cause. And finally here's
our -- another | ook at a | ogo we are
going to use on T-shirts and appar el

to celebrate 10 years.

CHAI R NIl XON:  Thank you. | can't
believe it's been 10 years, |ike you
say. | just want to say

congratul ati ons on the construction of
the new barn. | know that's a big
nove forward, and | know all the
horsenmen there will look forward to

it. So congratul ations on that.
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Any ot her comments?

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: W I |
there be any kind of sprinkler system
in the new barn, fire sprinklers.

M5. WARNICK: No, ma'am There's
no sprinkler systemat this tine.

COW SS| ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Ckay.

CHAI R NI XON:  Any ot her comments?

Thank you.

Al'l comm ssioners in favor of
appr ovi ng the Shenandoah County
Agricultural Foundation's limted
| icense to conduct a rate neeting in

2025, please indicate by responding

yes.
COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.
COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Yes.
COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yes.
CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

No abstain? Mdtion carried.
W will now address Item B. (I
ask the representatives to stay put

for a second.
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Next on the agendas | would |ike
to entertain a notion to address the
Virginia Dowmns Foundation's limted
| i cense to conduct a race neeting in
2025.

Do | have a notion?

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: So
nmoved.

CHAI R NI XON: Comm ssi oner
Gordon-Moore. Do | have a second?

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner Brand.
Executi ve Secretary Ahned and
representatives of the applicants are
assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: Thank you, Madam
Chairman. This is just a second part
of this, the Shenandoah Valley's neet.
It's the license for Virginia Downs
foundation for 2025. So they -- |
beli eve that was just presented it,
and i f you guys have any ot her
questions | can answer, otherw se

submt for approval.
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CHAI R NI XON: Any ot her questions

or conmments?
COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Good j ob.
CHAIR NI XON: Al conmm ssioners
i n favor of approving Virgini a Downs
Foundation Iimted |license to conduct
a race neeting in 2025, please
I ndi cate by respondi ng yes.
COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.
COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Yes.
CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Si egel . Second.
COW SSI ONER TANNER:  Yes.
CHAI R NI XON:  Any conm ssi oners
opposed?
Any abstain? Mdtion is carried.
W will now address Item C.
Il would like to entertain a
noti on to address the request for
di stribution of the funds fromthe
Virginia Breeders fund for 2025.
Do | have a notion?
COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.
CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner
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Si egel .

Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner Brand.

Executive Secretary Ahned and
representatives fromthe VHHA and VTA
are assigned the floor.

MR. AHVED: Thank you, Madam
Chair and commi ssioners. This is
sonet hi ng that you all have | ooked at
before. The VHHA and the VTA are the
experts on this, so I'mnot going to
steal their thunder in the
presentation, but I do want to just
provi de sone background i nformation on
what we are proposing to do.

So the anmount that we are | ooking
at today is approxi mtely $2.5
mllion. And that's the bal ance of
the Virginia Breeders Fund for 2024.

O course the anmobunts do adm ni ster
and pronote the fund have al ready been
paid. And those total $240, 000 for
2024. So | woul d ask both
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representatives to swap through what

they' re requesting here as far as the

split of the fund goes and what -- how
these funds will be distributed for
2024.

M5. EASTER  Good norning. Thank
you all very much. This is Debbie
Easter, executive director of the
Virgi nia Thoroughbred Associ ation. W
appreci ate the opportunity to update
you all and let you know what's goi ng
on with the Breeders Fund.

And, first off, I'll start with
-- agreed with the comm ssioners
bef ore that we appreci ate Wagas, the
new executive director's work on this.
He's had to put in a lot of work and a
| ot of learning in a short anount of
time. So we appreciate that and found
it very, very good to work with and
very know edgeabl e on nost all these
subj ect s.

W woul d request, | think
Debbi e Warni ck and nyself are going to
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request that Breeders Fund be split
80/ 20; 8 percent to thoroughbred, 20
percent to standard bred. That nunber
wasn't pulled out of the blue. W, in
our revenue-sharing agreenent wth
HHR, we have an agreenent the standard
bred and t horoughbred people to split
our funds that way. And that's how
purses are split, certified noney,
everything that we do with the VEA

So we thought that seened |like a
reasonable way to split the breeder's
fund going forward. W are not really
sure howit was split in the past, but
anyways this seens |like a great way to
split it going forward. | guess if --
| think you all have had -- you al
have our reports.

| guess I'll just highlight a
coupl e of options, of things about the
t hor oughbred side of the fund which is
we are growing. And that's a very
positive thing. | think you have

heard ne say here before it's hard to
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grow breedi ng overni ght, because it
takes a |l arge, long-term conm t nent
froma person to cone and invest in a
farm buy mares, and it's a long-term
I nvestnment to have foals and -- and
see the beauty in that, but we are
gr ow ng.

Real i ze that we have just started
a new programw th the Breeders Fund
for thoroughbred in that prior to 2023
all anybody had to do to breed a foal
in Virginia was drop a foal here and
register it with the VITA. W had
probably the nost liberal rules in the
country only because we didn't have
t he noney to conpete, breeder's fund
nmoney to conpete wth states around
us. And we were | ooking at any -- at
the nost lax rules so that we could
get mares here as best we coul d.

Wth the addition of HHR noney to
the fund, we are certainly still not
the |l argest breeder's fund in the

area, and we'll touch on that in a
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second, but we are nuch better than we
were. And what keeps us going on the
t hor oughbred side is that it's not the
anount of noney that we have in our
fund, but it's the fact that still we
have so few people playing in our fund
t hat the actual percentage of awards
I's very good and sonet hing that we can
market. It's also the fact that we
are -- we pay year round first,
second, and third for anywhere in
North America. O fspring, breeders’
of fspring, when they are first,
second, or third anywhere in North
America, they wll receive a breeder's
awar d.

That makes our system year round
when we aren't able to necessarily
race year round. And so | think
that's a big inportant thing. The
other thing that you've heard ne tal k
about before is the addition of the
certified program which has nothing

to do with this breeder's program
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because the certified programis paid
by the VEA. But | think that the
conbi nati on of our racing and the
qual ity of racing that we are putting
on at Col oni al Downs, what we are
doing to bring out-of-state people
wth the certified programand the
fact that we are -- our very | arge
awards for the breeder's programare
hel ping to grow our horse popul ati on
significantly.

And so | guess in ny | ast
coments what | would do, would
encourage us going forward is we think
about things in our breeder's
commttee as we are still far off from
havi ng the | argest nunmber, the
greatest nunmber of funds in our fund.
And you can see in ny report what
states around us are doing, but I
think that we ought to take -- | ook at
the overall picture in our going
forward with the racing with certified

and the breeder's fund, and see how as
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you all know that one of your m ssions
is to grow this industry. And | think
it would be a good idea for us to
revisit the whol e program and see how
t he Comm ssion and maybe the state
coul d support that to nmake us grow
even larger and faster. And unless
there are any questions, that's all |
have to say.

MR AHMED: |'ve just got a
followup. So on the anobunt that the
fund is currently accruing and w ||
accrue with the addition of the Rose,
do you believe that this will be
enough to sustain the programor are
you sayi hg when you say | ook at the
program goi ng forward, are you tal ki ng
about nmybe increasing the anount that
currently goes fromthe wagering that
occurs in Virginia.

M5. EASTER | think that it's --
| think we should | ook at all options.
| think we should | ook at should we

i ncrease the anount that conmes from
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wagering to the Breeders Fund, but |
al so think that we ought to | ook at
possibly the certified programas part
of that too. As we've discussed in
the past, | believe, our boards had to
make a deci sion. W knew we didn't
have enough noney to conpete with the
states around us for breeders
necessarily, so we tried to pick
sonet hi ng that we knew we could do
well and we weren't going to have to
conpete. And that's how we cane up
wth the certified program

And what | think is very unique
to our state and what has nade us grow
I's the conmbination of all these three
programs, the racing and the other two
prograns together. So | think that if
we are going to be engaged as a
committee later on, | think these are
all three things that we should | ook
at and how we can support -- how we
can support it all better that hel ps

the industry grown in the state.
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MR. AHVED: And | know,
Comm ssi oners, you all have the
nunbers in front of you, but just for
the public the anounts that Debbie
referred to, so for Maryland it was
$7.7 mllion in 2022, Pennsyl vani a
11.3 mllion in 2024; New York 14.1.
And Kent ucky just sent out an enail
t hree hours ago di sbursing over $20
mllion fromtheir breeder's fund.
And we are tal king about 2.5 mllion
today, so just to put that in
per specti ve.

So I'"'mgoing to summari ze VTA' s
request. So, VTA plans to -- correct
me if I'mwong, Debbie -- plans to
distribute, if approved by the
Conmi ssi on today, $1, 899,477 for
breeders of Virginia breds that place
first through third in the races
desi gnated by the VRC at its Decenber
2023 neeting for the cal endar year
2024.

And this is lower than -- | just
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want to point out that in your letter
you had requested 2.1 mllion, and
this amount is slightly | ower because
of some corrections that we had to
make in the bal ance. And then the
remai ni ng amount $150, 000 will be for
stallion owers of those Virginia
breds in those races for 2024. kay.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Qui ck
question for you.

Debbi e, not that | need the
nunber, but since you changed the
rules to try to get nore conpetitive
here, what's been the history of that?

Li ke | ast year, for exanple, not
'24 -- ' 23 where were you.

M5. EASTER  So, so | think the
best way to gauge it is as nares
registered in the program So we
started with mares in 2023 for foals
in'24. And now we are in our second
year. Mares registered in '24 for now
the foals that are arriving on the

ground - -
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COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  This is --
right.

M5. EASTER  Second-year foals
dropping. So we only have data --

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: -- for one
year.

M5. EASTER We have nare
registration. So the good news is
mares' registration data between '23
and ' 24 was about 40, 40 new nares.
And while that doesn't sound
significant percentagewise, it's very
significant. So once | -- once again,
it's along-termcommtnent. And one
of the things that's going to hurt us
in the future | think is what chairmn
-- the chai rman spoke of about Larry
Johnson, his -- he had returned all
his mare and his horses from Maryl and.
And we were being very involved in
t hat because he realized in the future
Virginia had better prograns goi ng
forward

And that's probably 15 to 20
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mares a year that we potentially nay

cone out of our program naybe not,

hopefully not, but that's we could see

a drop. Even though everything
positive's happening, we could see a
drop because we have still so fewin
t he program

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you, Debbi e.
And just thank you for all your hard

work and continuing to work with us on

everything. So thank you.

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Ar e
we beginning to see growh in the
farnms and people comng to the state
and openi ng up new pl aces?

M5. EASTER | think it's once
again a conbo of all our prograns. |
think it's a -- you know, while we
breed, while we are getting up to
around about 130 foals versus 100 at
our low, we are -- as |'ve told you
before, the certified program was
bringing in about 900 horse a year to

t he state.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings 71

PROCEEDI NGS

That, as we know, that was
hel ping fill our farns, save our
infrastructure. | think it's a
conbi nation of all of it, but the
beauty is is that we are one of the
very positive things, the state of
Virginia in the thoroughbred industry
I's one of the positive things that
peopl e can tal k about in the
t hor oughbred i ndustry. And even
t hough the nunbers aren't huge |ike
Kent ucky, the percentages are grow ng
alot. But | really do feel it's a
conbo of everything we are doing well
and the fact that this Conm ssion's
been able to nove and do a good j ob.
As we need to nake changes, they have
worked with us to nake chose changes.

CHAI R NI XON:  Thank you.

Any ot her comments?

Al'l conm ssioners in favor of --

MR AHVED: We'll just need to
hear fromthe other chair.

CHAIR NI XON:  COh, |I'msorry.
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Goodness. You are so qui et over
t here.

MR. AHMED: It's one notion. W
are very efficient.

CHAIR NI XON: | apol ogi ze, Debbi e
V\r ni ck.

M5. WARNI CK:  That's okay. Thank
you.

First | would say to echo what
Debbi e said. M. Ahned has been very
hel pful and has had a | ot of patience
and everything in trying to understand
how our progranmis different from
t hor oughbred. And then he's been very
pati ent and understanding wth ne
trying to explain things to him Been
very hel pful.

Just going to be a little short.
Qur programworks a little different
t han the thoroughbreds in that we use
t he noney fromthe Breeders Fund
towards purses in restricted races for
Virginia-bred horses. As Darrell

nment i oned, our program has grown so
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much that we used to just race these
races at the fall neet, culmnating in
one day of chanpions. And now we are
going to have to split them So we
are noving the three-year-olds and the
aged horses to the Spring Meet, and
the two-year-olds will race in the
fall.

Just real quick, as it's one
note. To show how our program has
grown, in 2015 there were 35 foals
born and regi stered as part of the
standard-bred breeding program In
2023 there was 105. And | ast year we
had 169. So that just shows that we
are grow ng the prograns. W are
getting nore horses, nore breeders.

W have started a second separate
program but related to the breeders
strictly for standing stallions in
Virginia. This will be the first year
that those horses will race as a
two-year-old. And again just show the

growt h before we nade this conm tnent
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for this program we had three
stallions that stood in Virginia. And
the three years since we have started
this program we've had either 19 or
20 stallions stand here, which is a
| ot of stallions.

And even in our industry that's a
| ot of stallions to be in one state.

W awarded | ast year $1, 472,000
In purses to horses that raced as part
of these Breeders Fund races. This
year wth addition of the races for
this other crop of two-year-olds, we

are going to do alittle over

two-mllion-one. And in 2026 we
anticipate going to two-mllion-five
In purses. And we wll also add sone

bonus programs for just the Breeders
Fund horses. W have always -- we
have recently gotten up to $500,000 to
use towards that.

The rest of the npbney cones out
of the VHHA funds.

CHAI R NI XON:  Congratul ati ons on
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your growh with the stallions.
That' s huge.

M5. WARNI CK:  Thank you. W have
put a lot of work into that.

CHAIR NI XON: That's fantastic.

Any ot her conmments or questions
for Debbie Warnick?

COVWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yeah.
| know this is very different fromthe
t hor oughbred program but your
stallions are allowed Al, not
intelligence, but artificial
I nsem nation. So are these horses
bred out of state? How are they
I nvol ved in the program

M5. WARNICK: If the stallion is
standing here in Virginia, they are
all owed to ship senmen to other states,
because our breed allows artificial
insem nation. So if they insem nate
with senmen froma Virginia-registered
stallion, then they are part of the
program

COWM SSI ONER  GORDON- MOORE:
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Whet her they conme to Virginia or not,
it's the fact that the stallion is
here is what puts themin the program

M5. WARNI CK:  Yes, nma' am

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: And
the other part, if a mare is owned 100
percent by a Virginia resident when
bred, that foal is eligible.

M5. WARNI CK:  Yes, na'am

COVM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  |'s
that foal in the state or is that foal

M5. WARNI CK:  Not al ways. The
Virginia resident has to be here.

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  The
resident is here --

M5. WARNI CK:  But the mare --

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: - -
but the horse doesn't necessarily have
to be.

M5. WARNI CK:  Yes, nma' am

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Ckay.
And when the horse is bought at public

auction is there atinme limt wthin
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which it has to be in the state.

M5. WARNI CK:  The public auction
is for if a Virginia resident buys the
horse. |If the mare is already
pregnant and the Virginia residents
buys it at a public auction, we
specify that. Then the baby becones
eligible under the sane rule as if the
resident had bred it to start.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: Even
If the foal is not born in the state.

M5. WARNI CK:  Yes, ma'am  That
cones under the Virgini a-owned portion
of the program

MR AHVED: So | can summari ze
for the internal controls, the
traceability, so she -- just |ike
Debbi e presented total purses for the
restricted races conducted in 2024 and
see the available fund allocation, so
the VHHA intends to apply all of its
portion that is calculated today to
t he purses for the 2024 neetings that

it has already paid out of its own
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purse account.

So that amount would be 512, 000
-- $512,369 for purses and restricted
races for Virginia-bred or
Virginia-sired horses. | just have to
make that known for the record.

CHAIR NI XON: Al conmm ssioners
I n favor of approving request for --
yes.

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: W
need to --

CHAIR NI XON:  Understand. Al
conm ssioners in favor of approving
requests for distribution --

di sbursenent of funds fromthe
Virginia Breeders Fund for 2024 pl ease
I ndi cate by respondi ng yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

Any abst ai ned?

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yes.
Pursuant to Virginia Code 2.2-3112, |

am abstaining fromthe vote on this
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matter.

CHAIR NI XON: Modtion carried. W
w Il now address Item D. Thank you.
| would like to entertain a notion to
address the joint request to reduce
the retai nage for 2025 by Col oni al
Downs in the Virgini a HPPA.

MR. AHVED: | believe the --

CHAIR NI XON: Ckay. | would |ike
to entertain a notion to address the
joint request to reduce the retainage
for 2025 by Col onial Downs in the
Vi rgi ni a HPPA.

COVWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  So
noved.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner
Gordon- Moore. Do | have a second?
Comm ssi oner Brand. Executive
Secretary Ahned and representatives of
Col oni al Downs and the VHPPA are
assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: Thank you.

Comm ssioners, this is a joint request

by Col oni al Downs and HPPA to | ower
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the take out for the Pick 5, the Pick
6 wagers to 12 and 15 percent
respectively for both Virginia Derby
neet as well as the summer neet. In
doing so, the law requires that the
anounts distributed to purses,
breeders fund and the | eftover anount
for the |icensee be reduced
proportionately. However, Colonial is
proposing to remt the full one
percent, or cover the full one percent
fromits shares so that this anmount is
easily tracked and nakes the Virginia
Breeders Fund whole at the end of the
day. So | don't know if we need any
further clarifications on that or not.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  What's the
reasoni ng for the change?

MR. AHVED: The change, oh, so do
you want to speak to what you are
doi ng?

MR. HOPF: (Good afternoon again.
Yes. So this has been procedure the

| ast couple years of us submtting
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request to |lower the take out. The
reason to |l ower the take out in the
Pick 6 and the Pick 5 is obviously
that is nore of the national standard
on those particular pools is at that
15 and 12 percent.

| believe the 12 percent for the
Pick 5 has been in place here at |east
since 2022, maybe even senior. The
Pick 6 we | owered | ast year.

So in cooperation with the
horsenen, they were in agreenent to
hel p agai n anot her avenue to pronote
the races in these particular pools at
a | ower take out than what is in the
st at ut e.

COW SSI ONER SIEGEL: So it's
consi stent with other states.

MR HOPF: Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any ot her conmments
for Col onial Downs or the APBA?

Al'l comm ssioners in favor of
approvi ng joint request to reduce the

ret ai nage pl ease indicate by
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respondi ng yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOCRE:

MR. TANNER  Yes.

Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners

opposed?

Any abstai ned? Motion carri ed.

Thank you.
W will now nove on to address
ltem E. Il would like to entertain a

nmotion to address the authority of the

executive secretary to enter into a

voluntary inplenmentati on agreenent on

behal f of the Conmm ssi on.

Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER BRAND: So noved.

CHAI R NI XON: Conmm ssi oner
Is there a second?

Comm ssi oner Gor don- Moor e.

Br and.

Executive Secretary Ahned and

Assi stant Attorney General Meyers are

now assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: Thank you, Madam

Chair.
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In 2024 the Commi ssion
vol unteered its staff such as
veterinarian stewards and
i nvestigators to oversee nedi cation
and safety procedures under HI SA's
Aut hority. W also covered the
assessnent of roughly $800, 000 for
that year. And | just want to point
out that these assessnents are for the
cal endar year, and we operate on a
fiscal year basis.

So HI SA proposed an assessnent of
approxinmately $1.2 mllion. It
requested its response on whether the
VRC i s planning to pay that for
cal endar year 2025, or if it plans to
opt out of that. And then also on the
staffing that the VRC can provide. As
you all know, the federal |aw only
applies to cover thoroughbred racing,
and preenpts any state rules specific
to safety and nedi cati on promnul gat ed
by HISA. This essentially neans that

as the authority has established its
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roots and began pronul gating rul es,
certain aspects of what the state
raci ng conm ssions can performfor
saf ety and nedi cati on are now under
federal jurisdiction exclusively.

The enabling | egislation for H SA
t ook advant age of the nmechani sns that
al ready exist for safety and
medi cati on oversight, particularly the
use of stewards and vets that are
al ready enpl oyed by the racing
conm ssions, but over tine as the
rul es have expanded and processes have
changed, different conmm ssions have
seen different inpacts on their
staffing and resources. And so you
have seen across the country certain
comm ssions will opt in partially,
provide their staff and pass over the
anounts for the assessnent to the
covered tracks.

And so before we could even
di scuss whether we should enter into

this agreenment, we had to detern ne

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings 85

PROCEEDI NGS
whet her we had the |l egal authority to
actually participate in the federal
mandate. Getting that determ nation
this close to the | egislative session
was very eye opening for all of us.
And | appreciate the Chair and was --
everybody involved in that. | really
wanted to point out Secretary Lohr
(ph) and Deputy Rickman's work in
getting us an approval from DPB on
t hat .

So now t hat our counsel has
confirmed that under current
appropriations we can enter into an
agreenent and pay the associ ated fees
for 2025, we have to deci de today
whet her the Comm ssion would like to
do that. So | am seeking the VRC s
authority to finalize the 2025

agreenent. You have a draft in front

of you. It's marked up. |It's not
ready, but it will be before the
Derby, and I'Il be able to sign it if

you grant ne the authority to do that.
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So the authority that |I'm seeking
today is basically allowing me to sign
an agreenent that has at | east the
following elenents: The first one is
to remt the assessnment conmuni cated
by HI SA for cal endar year 2025, which
is the $1.2 mllion. And the second
Is to provide the VRC the option to
volunteer at least its current
full-time staff such as our
veterinarians and i nvestigators and
any other resources in addition to
that we -- we need to retain the
ability to assess our racehorses at
the tinme of these neets so that we are
not backed into a corner and having to
make that decision through the
voluntary inpl ementati on agreenent.

So |'m happy to answer any
questions. | think at the end of the
day this helps Virginia horsenen and
hel ps our sport. So we are happy to
recommend this agreenent.

CHAI R NI XON: Any questions or
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comment s?

COWM SSI ONER BRAND: | have an
uneasi ness of the anobunt of increase
fromone year to the next of the
assessnent. And ny thoughts are do

you have any thoughts of where that

wll go the next year, the anount, how
much nore they wll be asking for?

MR AHVED: | don't know what the
amounts wll be. | think it's

reasonabl e to assune that they wll
I ncrease. Wether that's going to be
a slight increase fromthe 1.2 or a
dramatic one, the way that the fornul a
works for the assessnent is that there
-- the total anmount of the total cost
of regulation that H SA has is divided
anongst the different participants,
where those participants are | ocated,
where they are starting, et cetera.

So they have distributed these
anmopunts based off of stars and purses
in the past. And then | believe next

year they have proposed a rule to
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distribute solely on stars. So that
will make it alittle bit easier to
predi ct what those -- the
distributions will be. But the way
t hat the budget works for H SA they
I nfformus the anount that we need to
-- either we need to pay voluntarily
or pass on to the track. | don't
believe we'll get that until Novenber
of 2025 for 2026. As you know, that's
alittle bit late for our budgeting
process.

So | do want to note that one
thing that everybody was pretty vocal
about when we were determ ni ng whet her
we had this authority or not was in
the future, because of how this anmount
has changed drastically over the | ast
coupl e of years, we all -- al
participants in the industry in
Virginia need to take a | ook at how we
can either have this incorporated into
t he budget next year or have enabling

| anguage within our statutes to cover
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t hese anounts going forward to cover

t he federal mandate.

O herwise, | don't believe in our
-- based off the status quo, | don't
think we'll be able to remt the

amounts for cal endar year 2026, just
because we'll be splitting the anount
today 1.2 mllion.

Half of that will be paid based
off of fiscal year 2025 that we are
currently at, and the other half wll
be assessed to fiscal year 2026, which
will start in July of this year. So
| ong, | ong-w nded answer, but --

M5. WARNI CK:  Coul d | have one
I nterruption that m ght help, and tel
me if I"mout of line, but the big
junp you might be seeing this year is
because of our rather large junp in
race days. And that's probably as
| arge a reason too, so, okay.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: There's
been a |l ot of controversy around H SA

fromthe very begi nning, including
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| awsui ts and whatnot. | would be
interested in what other states are
currently doing. As | recall, sone
are refusing to pay it. Qhers are
passing it along. Wat's the general
feeling out there?

MR AHVED: 1'll speak to it from
t he perspective of a regulator in the
raci ng conm ssi on.

| believe that states where --
and correct ne if I'mwong, Liz, on
this, but the states where HHSA is
active, majority of themare
participating in the voluntary
I npl enent ati on agreenent for one
reason or another. At the end of the
day, yes, it's -- change is hard for
everybody. And this is certainly a
huge change for the industry. But
we' ve seen -- soO, you know, com ng
from Kentucky, we in the past remtted
the -- just the HI SA aspect of the
assessnent which was $1.2 nmillion back

in 2021.
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The next year when it junped to
7.5 mllion, we opted to vol unteer our
full-time staff, which were about
seven veterinarians, five
i nvestigators that cover about 230
race dates in Kentucky. So Kentucky
was in a position to volunteer that
staff. And there would be m ni nal
I npact once HI SA started taking over
t hose processes.

In other states, like |I believe
Chi o and New Yor k, New York obviously
doesn't have a racing Conmm ssion. It
has a gam ng comm ssion. So N RA up
there is the one has the track that's
providing all the staff and resources
to HSA So those are -- but by far |
think the majority of the states have
entered into the agreenents either to
pay and to vol unteer the resources or
do one of the two that they can do.
And it just depends on, you know, if
the state has the ability to do that

based off of its enabling | anguage or
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not .

CHAI R NI XON: Ckay. All
conm ssioners in favor of authorizing
t he executive secretary to enter into
a voluntary inplenentati on agreenent
for 2025 as presented, please indicate
by respondi ng yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

No abstai n?

Motion carried. Thank you.

W will now address ItemF. |
would like to entertain a notion to
address the VHHA s request to w t hdraw
amounts fromthe purse account rel ated
to adm nistration.

Do | have a notion?

COWM SSI ONER SI EGEL:  So noved.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner
Si egel .

COVMM SSI ONER  GORDON- MOORE

Second.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

93

PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner
Gor don- Moor e.

Executive Secretary Ahned and
representatives for the VHHA are
assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: Thank you, Madam
Chai r.

Conmm ssioners, this is a request
by the VHHA to withdraw fromits purse
account two percent of the anounts
paid in purses for cal endar year 2024.
Debbi e Warni ck has provi ded supporting
docunent ation attached that reflects
t he actual anmpunts paid for the
hor senen' s bookkeeper. And there's
al so a budget proposed for the VHHA
for 2025.

Just full disclosure, their
budget far exceeds the anount that
they are requesting. And this request
only relates to the two percent of the
anmount paid in purses for cal endar
year '24. That anount is $67, 096.

Debbie, | don't know if you want
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to go through -- or if the
conm ssi oners have any questions on
t he budget.

CHAI R NI XON: Anyone have any
qguestions or coments?

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  No.

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you. Al
conm ssioners in favor of approving
the VHHA' s request to w thdraw anounts
fromthe purse account related to
adm ni stration, please indicate by
respondi ng yes.

COVWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER TANNER:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

No abstai ned? Motion carried.

VW will now address Item G |
would i ke to entertain a notion to
address the VHHA s request to disburse
benevol ence funds.

Do | have a notion?
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COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.
CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner

Si egel .

Do | have a second?

Comm ssi oner Brand. Executive
Secretary Ahned and representatives
fromthe VHHA are assigned the floor

MR. AHVED: Thank you, Madam
Chai r.

The attached request is the
request to di sburse anounts fromthe
raci ng benevol ence fund for the VHHA
The request relates to a $5,000 cash
di sbursenent to one of the horsenen's
menbers for the care of horses while
t hey undergo nedical treatnent. |
won't detail the specifics for
privacy.

I f approved, | would condition
t he approval on the VHHA ensuring that
the funds can only be used for the
purpose that they are requested. The
VHHA can require the receiving party

to attest to that fact in witing and
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submt that as a copy to the VRC upon
di sbur senent .

Do you have any questions on how
t hat woul d wor k?

M5. WARNICK:  No, | don't.

MR, AHVED: Ckay.

CHAIR NI XON:  Any comment s,
Comm ssi oners? Ckay.

Al'l comm ssioners in favor of
approvi ng the VHHA request to disburse
benevol ence funds as presented, please
I ndi cate by respondi ng yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

No abstai ned? Modtion carries.

M5. WARNI CK:  Thank you.

CHAI R NI XON:  Thi s concl udes our
new business. | wll now open the
floor to nenbers of the public to
provi de a comrent not to exceed three
m nut es.

Pl ease approach the mc if you
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woul d Ii ke to nake any nbre comments.

M5. EASTER  Debbi e Easter,
presi dent of the Virginia Equine
Al'liance. Just want to thank
everybody, you all for your hard work,
Col onial Downs for their hard work and
really excited about the upcom ng
Spring Meet.

| think it's an opportunity for
all of us. W -- it's really going to
put us in the national spotlight. And
In years past, | think we have fallen
short on being able to service our
custoners on bi gger days.

And I'mexcited to see the effort
everybody's put in at it at Col oni al
Downs, but | think it's incunbent on
all of us for that day to nake a huge
effort to try and nmake sure that
everybody enjoys a sol d-out day at
Col oni al Downs. And | ooki ng forward
toit, and I just want to rem nd
everybody that we've got to do better.

Thank you.
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CHAI R NI XON:  Thank you. Anyone
el se? Before we adjourn --

MR, CHANCEY: I'msorry. Do you
m nd?

CHAI R NI XON:  Absol utely.

MR. CHANCEY: Sorry.
Conm ssi oners, chai rwoman, ny nanme is
Dan Chancey. |I'mactually a Virginia
resident, owner and trainer with the
har ness horsenen. Been involved in
horse racing ever since | was a kid.
This is actually ny first Comm ssion
hearing | found | could attend. And I
appreciate you guys letting nme be
her e.

Just sonething | just wanted to
say while |I'm here, because you guys
spoke about buil di ng the equine
i ndustry here in Virginia. |'m 32
years old. 1've been | ooking at
property and farns and, you know, |
don't know how fast or easy it's
really going to be in the years ahead

for the younger generations to
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actually build, you know, the
operations that are existing now.

And, like, looking at farnms, you know,
they are all seven figures for a farm
You go out here and you worKk.
There's no real prograns or financi al
hel p that you can get, or assistance
totry to get a piece of property, a

farm or actually devel op anyt hi ng.

And based off all the things that
If you were going to try to go down
that route of building let's say farns
or breeding operations in the state,
It's alnost inpossible. It would take
three, four generations to acconplish
just to get started.

In 2018 | started in Quarter 4
with one horse. | currently own over
60 horses as of now. | work a
full-tinme job. And, you know, even
wi th personal finances and racing,
just |ast year, the year before, | put
over 20 babes on the ground.

As Ms. Warnick said, there was
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160 sonething in that previous year.
And over 20 of themwere mne. But
trying to do that w thout having your
own personal operation, and be able to
find a farm-- | have no help. | have
a multi-six-figure salary. And even
w th that and racing conbined, | still
can't buy a farm And there's nobody
innmy famly is going to pass anything
down to ne.

So | can only inmagine what it's
|i ke for other young people com ng up
in the world that will have the
ability and chance to continue this
stuff noving forward, because right
now where |I'mstanding, | don't see
the vision past the next five or ten
years.

We keep going and going until
what, you know, it's just basically --
it's just ny personal opinion and
i nput, but | just want you to know it
is really hard out here for the

younger generation com ng up behind
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t he peopl e that are already
established, trying to nove forward
and continue on.

So | do hope that in the upcon ng
years and days there is sonething that
we can actually find that w |
actual ly give people a chance to get
their feet planted and have sonet hing
that could help them actually achi eve
and get a piece of land or property or
operations so that this will have the
potential to carry on forward for the
generations to cone and not be set up
for failure, but hopefully we can set
It up for success. But | do
appreciate your tinme letting me speak
today. Yes.

CHAIR NI XON: Wl |, thank you for
comng, first of all. It's your first
neeting. | hope you continue to cone
back for the next couple neetings.

And | think you nmake a terrific point.
| think it's the sane probably for the

t hor oughbred i ndustry too, you know,
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as far as the youngest generation.

So | think it stresses the
I nportance for the groups to get
t oget her and thi nk about how we can,
you know, hel p pronpte and educate the
next generations. So thank you for
bringing that point up. | appreciate
t hat .

MR. CHANCEY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: | woul d say
certainly this body has no control
over any of that, but interesting to
t hi nk about we coul d perhaps get from
the state in terns of sone tax
wite-offs, sone help there in terns
of being able to avoid sone taxes the
first nunmber of years that -- if you
buy a farm doesn't necessarily change
everything. Doesn't help you come up
with the purchase price, but certainly
t here are sone advantages that could
be provided by the state if they are
wlling to do so.

MR. TANNER  Madam Chair, may |7?
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CHAI R NI XON:  Absol utely.

Commi ssi oner Tanner.

MR. TANNER | think another
limting factor -- and thank you, sir,
for bringing those points to the
Comm ssion's attention. Another
limting factor is the availability of
equi ne vets across the state. 1'd
| ove to have you cone join ne on the
Eastern Shore where farmland is
relatively affordable, but there is no
equi ne veterinarian on the shore.

So it's not just a matter of the
cost of land. |It's also having all of
t he support services. And |I'm hopeful
that the legislation that's before the
Ceneral Assenbly on that, if it hasn't
passed already, that it wll, and that
we can continue to work to inprove the
entire structure, support structure
for the equine industry.

CHAI R NI XON: Before we adjourn,
are there any other final coments

fromthe conm ssi oners?
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| do have to apol ogi ze for
calling a neeting on Val entine's Day.
Being married 35 years, | kind of
forget it's a thing, but I do have --
and | have to buy our executive
director's wife roses, because they
haven't even been married two years.

So | apol ogi ze to you and all of
t he other new yweds, but thank you
very nmuch, and Happy Val enti ne's Day.

So since there's no other
busi ness, | would entertain a notion
to adjourn this February 14, 2025
nmeeti ng of the VRC

Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes, ma' am
So noved.

CHAIR NI XON: M. Siegel.

Is there a second?

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOCRE:
Second.

CHAIR NI XON: M. Brand.

Al'l conm ssioners in favor of

adj our ni ng, pl ease indicate by
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respondi ng yes.

RESPONSES:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON:  Any abstain?
Mbtion carri ed.

Meeting i s adjourned.

(The neeting was adjourned at 2:29 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF VIRG NI A )

SS.

COUNTY OF RI CHMOND )

|, ELI ZABETH M NG ONE, a Notary
Public within and for the State of
Virginia, do hereby certify:

THAT SAI D PROCEEDI NGS is a
transcript of the Virginia Racing
Conmmi ssi on Public Hearing, when held on
February 14, 2025, at 1:00 p.m in
R chnond, Virginia.

| further certify this is a true
and accurate transcript to the best of
nmy ability to hear and understand the
proceedi ngs and other incidents of the
hearing herein as set down to the best
of ny ability.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand this 24th day of February
2025.

(/ v

ELI ZABETH M NG ONE, RPR
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